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Lords, he wanted to go to Chindambaram and took leave
of the king. He then went to the temple, prayed to
Lord Somasundareswara in Madurai and left for
Chidambaram. The king also prayed to Lord
Somasundareswara in the temple and profusely
apologised for his ignorance. The king then placed
Sabhanaathan on the throne.

Maanikkavaachakar then reached Chidambaram
after worshipping Lord Siva in several shrines en-route.
At Chidambaram, he sang Thiruvaachakam in praise of
the Lord and was doing penance in a forest nearby.

At that time, a group of Buddhists came to
Chidambaram and challenged Hindusim and SAIVITE
Philosophy. The worshippers of the Lord of
Chidambaram   called "THE THOUSANDS OF THILLAI"
(who had dedicated themselves to the service of the
Lord) accepted the challenge and discussions went on
for some days. The Lord then appeared in the dream of
His devotees and asked them to get Maanikkavaachakar
as their spokesman for the discussions with the
Budhists. Maanikkavaachakar then took the lead and
made the Buddhists admit their defeat.

Then the Chola king, who was a staunch Bud-
dhist and had a dumb daughter, came to Chidambaram
and said that, whoever cured his daughter of her
dumbness would be accepted by him as the winner. The
Buddhist failed to cure her but Maanikkavaachakar
instantly cured her with Lord's grace. The Chola became
a saivite and meted out punishment to the Buddhists as
agreed before by them at the beginning of the contest

Maanikkavaachakar, after visiting some other
places and worshipping the Lord there, returned to
Chidambaram and entered Siva Loka.